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Unique Ecosystem
An ancient seat of civilization, Sistan
lies in a targe depression divided

between Afgtanistan and Iran. In the
centre of this closed hasin lies »

historic riverine oasis nourished by
the Helmand, one of Afghanistan's
major rivers rising in the western
Tl A T

Severe Drought

Rainfall variability in the Hinds Kush
etmand

the A
dramatic decrease in precipitation,

o i i Mty
oot ek predowinamtly Bwaies
wetland complex. e e

e Rig ke e ptot Wit

now-covered arca in the Helmand

1o have decreased by almast two-
thirds, from 41,000 km3 fn 199 o
u.wo i 2000 By 2001, Iran and

spring floods,
area ranging from 2.000-4.000

third comsceutive year an extremme
drought that was s vevere that the
completely.

n 2001, the Helmand River at the Afghan-
Iran border ran dry, falling by 935 from its
wal average.
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1976 - Winding through the
lagoons or “hamouns".
circular fashion

tamun- Sabart and.

dark red, while tamarisk thicke Jringing th
o el e
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Important haven for hundreds of
thousands of migratory waterfowl,
sotably ducks, lamingos, berwns,
sharebirds. More than a
ikt Irentan puri b been

Conventian on Wetlands, but 0o land
Deen set aside for conservation in
the Afghani portion.

2001 - Hamoun wetlands vanished as Central and .\M Asia were hit between 1999 and
et perisent dromsht anyehrs i tKe workd The owly g of veler o 1hs seorched

sl inslebe sl ddstin Gl Goalofbirs ol ooy
A g e Degdid eed A de e Sl st en red in
Landsat 7 ETM+ false

wheat and bharley. The lakes flood

o meter, ot S i e sompanie ancs 935)

Impacts

Sistan's population, swelled by refugees
from war-torn Afehanistan, hs been
severely affected by water shortages.

dunes in u landscape reminiscent of the Aral
Sen disaster.

o ]
e

Irrigation
sgricalture has come (o  standstil
villages have been abandoned

migrate in search for water. Sund drifls
blowing off from the dricd lakebed huve
submerged nearly 100 villages bencath

any
as peaple

wildiife under the heat. A
thriving fishery with an annwal catch of
around 12,000 tons has heen wiped out.
Migratory birds no longer stop for Lack of
refuge and livestock herds have heen
decimated.
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